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A student returning from a medical leave of absence must submit a signed statement from 
his medical practitioner certifying that he is able to resume full-time attendance at Holy 
Trinity Seminary.

Disciplinary Measures
Breaches of discipline, moral lapses, insubordination to authority, or action contrary to the 
best interests of the community and Seminary may lead to probation in the form of a written 
warning from the disciplinary committee. Two unheeded warnings may result in expulsion. 
If the breach is serious an immediate dismissal may be the result. The senior members of the 
staff are responsible for administering discipline within the Seminary. A student contesting 
a grade, evaluation, or disciplinary decision is encouraged to speak first with the responsible 
instructor or official. If the issue cannot be resolved in such a manner, the student may then 
address his concern to the Dean’s office. If the issue still remains unresolved the Pedagogical 
Council will review the matter for a final determination.

Termination
A student’s relationship with the Seminary may be terminated for the following reasons:

1. Failure to maintain a satisfactory academic record.
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2. Lack of aptitude or personal fitness to serve the Church.
3. Behavior, which violates generally acknowledged canons and standards 

of scholarship or professional practice.
4. Behavior that is disruptive to the educational process.

The Seminary reserves the right to withhold a degree from a candidate where there is com-
pelling evidence of serious moral misconduct, or while disciplinary actions are pending.

Graduation Honors
Upon recommendation of the Pedagogical Council a student may be graduated with the 
distinction Cum Laude, Magna Cum Laude or Summa Cum Laude. For the distinction 
Cum Laude a graduate must have a cumulative grade point average of between 3.5 and 
3.74; for the distinction Magna Cum Laude a graduate must have a cumulative grade point 
average of between 3.75 and 3.89; for the distinction Summa Cum Laude a graduate must 
have a cumulative grade point average of between 3.9 and 4.0. The cumulative grade point 
average is arrived at by dividing the total number of quality grade points earned, by the total 
number of credit hours. The final appropriate honors awarded will be added to the student’s 
transcript after commencement. Transfer students will constitute a special category with 
regard to honors at graduation: their designation for honors will be based solely on work 
completed at the Seminary.



24

Description of Courses
Russian I 101 (102) 6 (6) credits
Intensive study of Russian morphology and phonetics. Elementary reading, writing and 
conversation.

Russian II 201 (202) 3 (3) credits
Continuation of Russian I. Intermediate reading, writing and conversation. Readings of 
selected passages in classical Russian literature followed by analysis of texts. Syntax and 
advanced composition.

Church Slavonic I 105 (106) 2 (2) credits
Introduction to Church Slavonic alphabet and numerical system. Vocabulary. Practice in 
reading with occasional reference to English and Russian translations to develop compre-
hension.

Church Slavonic II 205 (206) 3 (3) credits
Study of morphology and syntax. Readings of selected passages from the Prologue, Holy 
Scripture, as well as the Holy Fathers. Emphasis is placed on translation.

English 107 (108) 2 (2) credits
Intensive review of English grammar. Composition and elements of style. Syntactic analysis 
of texts; comprehension and vocabulary building.

ESL 107E (108E)
This course is for Russian speakers who do not speak English. The course is therefore de-
signed for beginners.

Church Music I 111 (112) 1 (1) credit
Elementary musicianship. Memorization of the eight tones. Basic principles of voice pro-
duction.

Church Music II 211 (212) 1 (1) credit
Musicianship. Church choir conducting. Square notation. Memorization of special melo-
dies (podobny). Survey of the history of sacred music with emphasis on style and practice 
of the Russian Church.

Russian History I 121 (122) 2 (2) credits
Russian history from its beginning to Peter I. Emphasis on the Tartar yoke, Time of Troubles, 
development of the Moscow state. Russian history from Peter I to the 1917 Revolution. 
The Civil War. Impact of the Revolution on the Russian people and culture. Discussions 
on the Russian diaspora.

Principles of Orthodoxy 149 (150) 2 (2) credits
Introduction to the divine services. Survey of sacred history and basic catechism. Study of 
daily prayers and the basic elements of spiritual life.



25

New Testament Greek 209 (210) 3 (3) credits
Essentials of New Testament Greek: grammar, vocabulary, and translation of\ texts. Atten-
tion also given to Liturgical use of Greek.

New Testament Greek 309 (310) 3 (3) credits
Continuation of New Testament Greek 209/210. Essentials of New Testament Greek: gram-
mar, vocabulary, and translation of texts. Attention also given to Liturgical use of Greek.

Old Testament I (232) 2 (2) credits
Introduction to the study of the Holy Scriptures. Scripture and Tradition. Pentateuch and 
historical books.

Old Testament II 331 (332) 3 (3) credits
Study of the Old Testament’s instructional and prophetic books. Liturgical use. Messianism. 
Patristic exegesis and interpretation.

Russian Literature I 315 (316) 3 (3) credits
Survey of medieval Russian literature from the baptism of Russia to Peter I. 18th century 
writers. Literary works of both secular and Church writers are studied.

Russian Literature II 415 (416) 3 (3) credits
19th century writers. Major literary trends of the period. Emphasis on Gogol, Pushkin, 
Dostoyevsky, Lermontov, Tolstoy, etc.

Church History I 323 (324) 2 (2) credits
Development of New Testament Church based on the Book of Acts. Christian Church 
under Roman persecutions. The seven Ecumenical Councils and the Schism. The Constan-
tinopolitan Patriarchate.

Church History II 419 (420) 2 (2) credits
The Church from the fall of Constantinople to the present time. Orthodoxy and Papal expan-
sion. Church-state relations. Reformation. Eastern Churches after the fall of Constantinople.

Russian Church History I 325 (326) 2 (2) credits
Survey of sources of Russian Church history. Baptism of Russia. Kievan State. Tartar yoke. 
Division of the Russian Church. Moscow Patriarchate. Establishment of the patriarch in 
Moscow.

Russian Church History II 423 (424) 2 (2) credits
Holy Synod and Imperial period. Russian Church and the Revolution of 1917. Russian 
Orthodox Church Outside Russia.

New Testament I 333 (334) 3 (3) credits
Introduction to the Gospels. Interpretation and individual peculiarities. Detailed chrono-
logical study of the life and teachings of Jesus Christ as related by the four evangelists.

New Testament II 433 (434) 3 (3) credits
Study of the Book of Acts, Epistles, and Revelation. Authors, purpose, and time of writing. 
Historical background.
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Liturgics I 341 (342) 2 (2) credits
Introduction to the divine services; cycles of the Church year, church structure, clerical vest-
ments, order of services. Major liturgical writers. The development and present-day form of 
matins, vespers, vigil service and hours.

Liturgics II 441 (442) 2 (2) credits
The Divine Liturgy. Its formation and present structure. Lenten and Paschal services. Sacra-
ments. The Book of Needs.

Patrology I 435 (436) 2 (2) credits
Study of Apostolic Fathers. Apologists. Major Fathers of the fourth century: their works, 
biography, teachings, and influence.

Patrology II 535 (536) 2 (2) credits
Study of ascetical writers. Rise of monasticism. Fathers of the Byzantine period. Late Byz-
antine and Russian fathers up to the present day.

Dogmatic Theology I 451 (452) 2 (2) credits
Introduction to dogmatic theology. The dogma of faith, sources of dogma. Outline of Or-
thodox Christian theology.

Dogmatic Theology II 551 (552) 2 (2) credits
The Church of Christ on earth. The Sacraments. Prayer. New movements in Russian theo-
logy in the light of the Orthodox Christian faith.

Pastoral Theology I 453 (454) 2 (2) credits
Traditional pastoral teaching. The ideal pastor: his duties and problems. Relationship be-
tween pastor and parish.

Pastoral Theology II / 553 (554) 3 (3) credits
Preparation of students for pastoral service in a parish.

Homiletics 559 (560) 1 (1) credit
Study of different forms of sermons, as well as hallmarks of Orthodox patristic oratory.

Canon Law 525 (526) 2 (2) credits
Fundamentals of Orthodox canon law. Introduction to: Orthodox ecclesiology, the Sacra-
ment of marriage, and the Church court.

Moral Theology 555 (556) 2 (2) credits
Dogmatic principles of moral theology: moral law, virtue, sin, the Church. Christian obliga-
tions to self, family, neighbor, and the state.

Comparative Theology 557 (558) 2 (2) credits
Introduction to comparative theology. Study and evaluation of major denominations and 
sects.

Apologetics 561 (562) 1 (1) credit
Defense of fundamental teaching of the Orthodox faith. Substance of religion, existence of 
God, immortality of the soul, revelation, the essence of Christianity.
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Philosophy 2 (2) credits
Introduction to philosophy. Emphasis on ancient philosophers and on 19th century Rus-
sian religious philosophy.

Courses are subject to change without notice.

Certificate Programs
Liturgical Music

A certificate program in liturgical music (HEGIS 5610) is offered annually in the summer, 
usually during the first weeks of July. The full course of studies consists of three summer 
sessions, at the end of which graduates are certifies as church choir directors and/or read-
ers. A non-certification track is offered to those who seek enrichment in the are of Russian 
Orthodox music and do not intend to become choir directors.

Course offerings are as follows:

»» History of Russian Church Music
»» Music Theory and Musicianship
»» Choir Conducting Techniques and Practicum
»» Voice Class
»» Liturgical Performance Practice
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»» Church Slavonic
»» Liturgics for Choir Directors

For more detailed information write to musicschool@msn.com

Theological studies

The seminary offers a certificate program in Theology (HEGIS 5623). This program consists 
of four semesters of independent study. It is geared towards men as well as women who wish 
to broaden their theological knowledge, but are unable to attend the full course of study 
at the seminary.

The following courses are offered through this program:

FIRST semester

Principles of the Orthodox Faith (149C)
Introduction to the divine services. Survey of sacred history and basic catechism. Study of 
daily prayers and the basic elements of spiritual life.

Old Testament (231C)
Introduction to the study of the Holy Scriptures. Scripture and Tradition. Pentateuch and 
historical books.
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New Testament (333C)
Introduction to the Gospels. Interpretation and individual peculiarities. Detailed chrono-
logical study of the life and teachings of Jesus Christ as related by the four evangelists.

Liturgics (341C)
Introduction to the divine services; cycles of the Church year, church structure, clerical vest-
ments, order of services. Major liturgical writers. The development and present-day form of 
matins, vespers, vigil service and hours.

second Semester

Old Testament (331C)
Study of the Old Testament’s instructional and prophetic books. Liturgical use. Messianism. 
Patristic exegesis and interpretation.

New Testament (433C)
Study of the Book of Acts, Epistles, and Revelation. Authors, purpose, and time of writing. 
Historical background.

Liturgics (441C)
The Divine Liturgy. Its formation and present structure. Lenten and Paschal services. Sacra-
ments. The Book of Needs.

Comparative Theology (557C)
Introduction to comparative theology. Study and evaluation of major denominations and 
sects.

third Semester

Patrology (435C)
Study of Apostolic Fathers. Apologists. Major Fathers of the fourth century: their works, 
biography, teachings, and influence.

Dogmatic Theology (451C)
Introduction to Dogmatic Theology. The dogma of faith, sources of dogma. Outline of 
Orthodox Christian theology.

Pastoral Theology (453C)
Traditional pastoral teaching. The ideal pastor: his duties and problems. Relationship be-
tween pastor and parish.

Canon Law (525C)
Fundamentals of Orthodox Canon Law. Introduction to: Orthodox ecclesiology, the Sacra-
ment of marriage, and the Church court.
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fourth Semester

Canon Law (526C)
A continuation of 525C. Fundamentals of Orthodox Canon Law. Introduction to: Ortho-
dox ecclesiology, the Sacrament of marriage, and the Church court.

Patrology (535C)
Study of ascetical writers. Rise of monasticism. Fathers of the Byzantine period. Late Byz-
antine and Russian fathers up to the present day.

Dogmatic Theology (551C)
The Church of Christ on earth. The Sacraments. Prayer. New movements in Russian theo-
logy in the light of the Orthodox Christian Faith.

Moral Theology (555C)
Dogmatic principles of moral theology: moral law, virtue, sin, the Church. Christian obliga-
tions to self, family, neighbor, and the state.

At the beginning of each semester students will be mailed course syllabi, with essay topics, 
book lists and study guides. Textbooks may be obtained through the monastery bookstore 
by contacting the monastery office at (315) 858 0940 or by contacting the bookstore via 
e-mail at bookstore@jordanville.org

Certificate students are expected to attend exam sessions at the Seminary twice a year. Be-
fore admittance to exams students submit course papers to the Seminary office. Course 
fees are $ 100.– each. After successful completion of four semesters, students are awarded 
a Certificate in Theological Studies.

Courses are subject to change without notice.
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Archives and Library
Holy Trinity Seminary Library holds nearly 40,000 cataloged volumes as well as approxi-
mately 20,000 still lacking electronic bibliographic description. The library subscribes to 
roughly 50 current periodicals and, combined with the collection of periodicals in the Ar-
chive, has a significant historical collection relating to Russian Orthodoxy and the Russian 
emigration. The library serves the needs of the Seminary’s faculty, students, and adjacent 
monastic brotherhood as well as the immediate Russian Orthodox community.

About half the collection is Russian or Slavic, approximately half of which is considered 
unique, being made up of rare pre-revolutionary theological, historical, and philological 
titles as well as interwar émigré publications. The library’s collection concentrates on all areas 
of Slavic and Orthodox studies with particularly strong holdings in Russian and Russian 
Orthodox studies. Holy Trinity Seminary Library, located in the lower level of the Seminary 
building, is open to the general public for educational and research purposes. Application 
for access to the collections should be made to: info@hts.edu.

Lecture Series and Colloquia
Holy Trinity Seminary frequently features guest speakers and hosts regular academic collo-
quia, which usually take place in the early fall. The conferences deal with subjects related to 
Orthodox Theology and the broader field of Russian Studies. Leading scholars from around 
the world participate alongside the faculty and students of the Seminary. The proceedings of 
the colloquia are published in Readings in Russian Religious Culture. Information regarding 
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Holy Trinity’s annual colloquium is available on the Seminary website. Readings in Russian 
Culture may be ordered from the Seminary office.

How to Reach the Seminary
Physical address:

1407 Robinson Road 
Jordanville, NY 13361

By air:

SYRACUSE AIRPORT–Taxi to Syracuse bus depot (about a 10-minute ride). Bus to Utica. 
Bus to Mohawk. Taxi to Monastery (15-minute ride).

By train or by bus:

UTICA–Order a ticket to Richfield Springs (Adirondack Trailways), from there take a 
taxi to the Monastery.

By car:

THRUWAY–Exit 30 (Herkimer). Route 28 (South). Take Route 28, turn left at Jordanville 
Road. The Monastery is about a mile past Jordanville, to the left side of Route 167.

ROUTE 20–To Richfield Springs, then Route 167 (North) at Richfield Springs. Monastery 
is about a mile past Jordanville. 




